
2022 Summer Reading
BMS Grades 6-8

Book excerpts are from Goodreads 



Dear BMS Families,
BMS Readers represent a wide range of reading abilities, interests, 
maturity levels, and backgrounds. As readers, we know that not 

every book is a good fit for every reader. When your middle school 
readers choose  books to read this summer, take the opportunity to 
Learn more about the content, readability, format and author. Our 
students independently choose books to read all year. Summer is a 
wonderful opportunity to share in their book choice experiences. 

Happy Reading! 



Grade 6



New From Here
By Kelly Yang

When the coronavirus hits Hong Kong, ten-year-old Knox 
Wei-Evans’s mom makes the last-minute decision to move 

him and his siblings back to California, where they think they 
will be safe. Suddenly, Knox has two days to prepare for an 

international move—and for leaving his dad, who has to stay 
for work.

At his new school in California, Knox struggles with being the 
new kid. His classmates think that because he’s from Asia, he 

must have brought over the virus. At home, Mom just got 
fired and is panicking over the loss of health insurance, and 
Dad doesn’t even know when he’ll see them again, since the 

flights have been cancelled. And everyone struggles with 
Knox’s blurting-things-out problem.

As racism skyrockets during COVID-19, Knox tries to stand 
up to hate, while finding his place in his new country. Can 
you belong if you’re feared; can you protect if you’re new? 

And how do you keep a family together when you’re oceans 
apart? Sometimes when the world is spinning out of control, 
the best way to get through it is to embrace our own lovable 

uniqueness.

Realistic Fiction



The Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh
By Helen Rutter

When life is funny, make some jokes about it.

Billy Plimpton has a big dream: to become a famous comedian 
when he grows up. He already knows a lot of jokes, but thinks he 

has one big problem standing in his way: his stutter.

At first, Billy thinks the best way to deal with this is to . . . never 
say a word. That way, the kids in his new school won’t hear him 
stammer. But soon he finds out this is NOT the best way to deal 
with things. (For one thing, it’s very hard to tell a joke without 

getting a word out.)

As Billy makes his way toward the spotlight, a lot of funny 
things (and some less funny things) happen to him. In the end, 

the whole school will know --

If you think you can hold Billy Plimpton back, be warned: The 
joke will soon be on you!

Realistic Fiction



Stuntboy, In the Meantime
By Jason Reynolds

Portico Reeves’s superpower is making sure all the other 
superheroes—like his parents and two best friends—stay 
super. And safe. Super safe. And he does this all in secret. No 
one in his civilian life knows he’s actually…Stuntboy!

But his regular Portico identity is pretty cool, too. In fact, 
he’s the only reason the cat, New Name Every Day, has nine 
lives. All this is swell except for Portico’s other secret, his 
not-so-super secret. His parents are fighting all the time. 
They’re trying to hide it by repeatedly telling Portico to go 
check on a neighbor “in the meantime.” But Portico knows 
“meantime” means his parents are heading into the Mean 
Time which means they’re about to get into it, and well, 
Portico’s superhero responsibility is to save them, too—as 
soon as he figures out how.

Only, all these secrets give Portico the worry wiggles, the 
frets, which his mom calls anxiety. Plus, like all 
superheroes, Portico has an arch-nemesis who is 
determined to prove that there is nothing super about 
Portico at all. 

Adventure and Graphic Novel



Alone
by Megan Freeman

When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret 
sleepover with her two best friends, she ends up waking up 
to a nightmare. She’s alone—left behind in a town that has 

been mysteriously evacuated and abandoned.

With no one to rely on, no power, and no working phone 
lines or internet access, Maddie slowly learns to survive on 

her own. Her only companions are a Rottweiler named 
George and all the books she can read. After a rough start, 

Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and invents clever 
ways to survive in a place that has been deserted and 

forgotten.

As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters, and 
wild animals. But Maddie’s most formidable enemy is the 

crushing loneliness she faces every day. Can Maddie’s 
stubborn will to survive carry her through the most 

frightening experience of her life?

Novel in Verse
Adventure/Survival



Yummy: A History of Dessert
By Victoria Grace Elliott

Have you ever wondered who first thought to freeze 
cream? Or when people began making sweet pastry shells 

to encase fruity fillings? Food sprite Peri is excited to show 
you the delicious history of sweets while taking you 

around the world and back!

The team-up that made ice cream cones!

The mistake that made brownies!

Learn about and taste the true stories behind everyone's 
favorite treats, paired with fun and easy recipes to try at 
home. After all, sweets--and their stories--are always 

better when they're shared!

Nonfiction Graphic Novel



Grade 7



Falling Short
By Ernesto Cisneros

A novel about two best friends who must rely on each 
other in unexpected ways.

Isaac and Marco already know sixth grade is going to 
change their lives. But it won't change things at home--not 

without each other's help.

This year, star basketball player Isaac plans on finally 
keeping up with his schoolwork. Better grades will surely 

stop Isaac's parents from arguing all the time. Meanwhile, 
straight-A Marco vows on finally winning his father's 

approval by earning a spot on the school's basketball team.

But will their friendship and support for each other be 
enough to keep the two boys from falling short?

Realistic Fiction/Sports



Ophie’s Ghosts
By Justina Ireland

Ophelia Harrison used to live in a small house in the Georgia 
countryside. But that was before the night in November 

1922, and the cruel act that took her home and her father 
from her. Which was the same night that Ophie learned she 

can see ghosts.

Now Ophie and her mother are living in Pittsburgh with 
relatives they barely know. Mama has gotten Ophie a job as a 

maid in the same old manor house where she works.

Daffodil Manor is haunted. Ophie forms a friendship with 
one spirit whose life ended suddenly and unjustly, she 

wonders if she might be able to help--even as she comes to 
realize that Daffodil Manor may hold more secrets than she 

bargained for.

Supernatural Suspense/Historical Fiction



What About Will
 by: Ellen Hopkins

Twelve-year-old Trace Reynolds has always looked up to 
his brother, mostly because Will, who's five years older, has 
never looked down on him. It was Will who taught Trace to 
ride a bike, would watch sports on TV with him, and cheer 
him on at little league. But when Will was knocked out cold 

during a football game, resulting in a brain 
injury--everything changed. Now, sixteen months later, 

their family is still living under the weight of the incident, 
that left Will with a facial tic, depression, and an anger he 

cannot always control, culminating in their parents' 
divorce. Afraid of further fracturing his family, Trace begins 

to cover for Will who, struggling with addiction to pain 
medication, becomes someone Trace doesn't recognize. But 
when the brother he loves so much becomes more and more 

withdrawn, and escalates to stealing money and ditching 
school, Trace realizes some secrets cannot be kept if we ever 

hope to heal.

Novel in Verse/Realistic Fiction



Daughter of the Deep
By Rick Riordan

Ana Dakkar is a freshman at Harding-Pencroft Academy, a 
five-year high school that graduates the best marine 

scientists, naval warriors, navigators, and underwater 
explorers in the world. Ana's parents died while on a 

scientific expedition two years ago, and the only family she's 
got left is her older brother, Dev, also a student at HP. Ana's 
freshman year culminates with the class's weekend trial at 

sea, the details of which have been kept secret. She only 
hopes she has what it'll take to succeed. All her worries are 

blown out of the water when, on the bus ride to the ship, Ana 
and her schoolmates witness a terrible tragedy that will 

change the trajectory of their lives.

But wait, there's more. The professor accompanying them 
informs Ana that their rival school, Land Institute, and 
Harding-Pencroft have been fighting a cold war for a 

hundred and fifty years. Now that cold war has been turned 
up to a full broil, and the freshmen are in danger of becoming 

fish food. In a race against deadly enemies, Ana will make 
amazing friends and astounding discoveries about her 

heritage as she puts her leadership skills to the test for the 
first time.

Fantasy



Big Apple Diaries
By Alyssa Bermudez

It’s the year 2000 in New York City. For 12-year old Alyssa, this 
means splitting time between her Puerto Rican dad's apartment 

in Manhattan and her white mom's new place in Queens, 
navigating the trials and tribulations of middle school, and an 

epic crush on a new classmate. The only way to make sense of it 
all is to capture the highs and lows in doodles and hilarious 

comics in a diary.

Then life abruptly changes on September 11, 2001. After the Twin 
Towers fall and so many lives are lost, worries about gossip and 
boys feel distant and insignificant. Alyssa must find a new sense 
of self and purpose amidst all of the chaos, and find the strength 

to move forward with hope.

Graphic Novel/Memoir



Grade 8



The Last Cuentista
By Donna Barba Higuera

There lived a girl named Petra Peña, who wanted nothing more 
than to be a storyteller, like her abuelita.

But Petra's world is ending. Earth has been destroyed by a 
comet, and only a few hundred scientists and their children – 

among them Petra and her family – have been chosen to 
journey to a new planet. They are the ones who must carry on 

the human race.

Hundreds of years later, Petra wakes to this new planet – and 
the discovery that she is the only person who remembers Earth. 
A sinister Collective has taken over the ship during its journey, 

bent on erasing the sins of humanity's past. They have 
systematically purged the memories of all aboard – or purged 

them altogether.

Petra alone now carries the stories of our past, and with them, 
any hope for our future. Can she make them live again? 

Dystopian/Science Fiction



Dear Student
By Elly Swartz

Starting Middle School is rough for Autumn after her one and 
only BFF moves to California. Uncertain and anxious, she 

struggles to connect with her new classmates. The two 
potential friends she meets could not be more different: bold 

Logan who has big ideas and quiet Cooper who's a bit 
mysterious. But Autumn has a dilemma: what do you do 

when the new friends you make don't like each other?

When Autumn is picked to be the secret voice of the Dear 
Student letters in the Hillview newspaper, she finds herself 
smack in the middle of a problem with Logan and Cooper on 
opposite sides. But before Autumn can figure out what to do, 
the unthinkable happens. Her secret identity as Dear Student 
is threatened. Now, it's time for Autumn to find her voice, her 

courage, and follow her heart, even when it's divided. 

Realistic Fiction



The Unforgettable Logan Foster
By Shawn Peters

Logan Foster has pretty much given up on the idea of ever being 
adopted. It could have something to with his awkward manner, 
his photographic memory, or his affection for reciting curious 

facts, but whatever the cause, Logan and his "PP's" (prospective 
parents) have never clicked.

Then everything changes when Gil and Margie arrive. Although 
they aren't exactly perfect themselves--Gil has the punniest 

sense of humor and Margie's cooking would have anyone 
running for the hills--they genuinely seem to care.

But it doesn't take Logan long to notice some very odd things 
about them. They are out at all hours, they never seem to eat, 

and there's a part of the house that is protected by some pretty 
elaborate security.

No matter what Logan could have imagined, nothing prepared 
him for the truth: His PP's are actually superheroes, and they're 
being hunted down by dastardly forces. Logan's found himself 
caught in the middle in a massive battle and the very fate of the 
world may hang in the balance. Will Logan be able to find a way 

to save the day and his new family?

Adventure



Me (Moth)
By Amber McBride

Moth has lost her family in an accident. Though she lives 
with her aunt, she feels alone and uprooted.

Until she meets Sani, a boy who is also searching for his 
roots. If he knows more about where he comes from, maybe 

he’ll be able to understand his ongoing depression. And if 
Moth can help him feel grounded, then perhaps she too will 

discover the history she carries in her bones.

Moth and Sani take a road trip that has them chasing ghosts 
and searching for ancestors. The way each moves forward is 

surprising, powerful, and unforgettable.

Here is an exquisite and uplifting novel about identity, first 
love, and the ways that our memories and our roots steer us 

through the universe.

YA Novel in Verse



Borders
By Thomas King and Natasha Donovan

On a trip to visit his older sister, who has moved away from 
the family home on the reserve to Salt Lake City, a young boy 

and his mother are posed a simple question with a 
not-so-simple answer. Are you Canadian, the border guards 

ask, or American?

“Blackfoot.”

And when border guards will not accept their citizenship, 
mother and son wind up trapped in an all-too-real limbo 

between nations that do not recognize who they are.

A powerful graphic-novel adaptation of one of Thomas 
King’s most celebrated short stories, Borders explores 

themes of identity and belonging, and is a poignant depiction 
of the significance of a nation’s physical borders from an 
Indigenous perspective. This timeless story is brought to 

vibrant, piercing life by the singular vision of artist Natasha 
Donovan. 

Graphic Novel



The Legend of Auntie Po
By Shing Yin Khor

Part historical fiction, part magical realism, and 100 percent 
adventure. Thirteen-year-old Mei reimagines the myths of 
Paul Bunyan as starring a Chinese heroine while she works 

in a Sierra Nevada logging camp in 1885.

Aware of the racial tumult in the years after the passage of 
the Chinese Exclusion Act, Mei tries to remain blissfully 
focused on her job, her close friendship with the camp 

foreman's daughter, and telling stories about Paul 
Bunyan--reinvented as Po Pan Yin (Auntie Po), an elderly 

Chinese matriarch.

Anchoring herself with stories of Auntie Po, Mei navigates 
the difficulty and politics of lumber camp work and her 

growing romantic feelings for her friend Bee. The Legend of 
Auntie Po is about who gets to own a myth, and about 

immigrant families and communities holding on to rituals 
and traditions while staking out their own place in America.

Graphic Novel


